
IT MAY HAVE seemed as if it would 
never happen, but here we all 
are, meeting for the Caribbean’s 
biggest travel conference in one 
of the region’s most resilient and 
vibrant cities. We know you’ll join 
us tipping our hats not only to the 
tireless team behind Caribbean 
Travel Marketplace, but also to 
the people of Puerto Rico, who’ve 
dug deep to pull off this confer-

tourism attractions open. San 

Juan has been receiving leisure 
travelers since November 30, 
and other areas, such as Culebra, 
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We’re in  
Puerto Rico!1

ence despite the considerable 
challenges they’ve faced since the 
summer’s storms.

“Right now is the best time 
to visit Puerto Rico. We’re offi-
cially open for tourism,” Carla 
Campos, Puerto Rico Tourism 
Company ’s acting executive 
director told us. “All our airports 
are operational and more than 
200,000 passengers have cruised 
to and from San Juan over the 
last three months. There are 
currently more than 100 hotels, 
4,000 restaurants and 107 major 
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Ponce, La Parguera, Mayaguez, 
Cabo Rojo, Rincón, and Vieques, 
are also back in business.” 

As we all know, tourism is vital 
to Puerto Rico’s recovery, so over 
the next few days let’s resolve to do 
our part, not just on the conference 
floor but beyond it. Dine at local 
restaurants (we love Jose Enrique); 
support local businesses (trust us, 
there are “shopportunities” every-
where!); and buy an extra round 
of piña coladas (it is the island’s 
national drink, after all).

Puerto Rico se levanta!

T O P  1 0  R E A S O N S  W H Y

THE CARIBBEAN’S had its share of challenges over the last six months, but after 
every storm comes sunshine. So with this in mind, we wanted to share some great 
things that are happening in our region right now. From new resorts and renovations 
to hurricane recovery and rainforest excursions, all of us in the Caribbean tourism 
industry have so many reasons to feel positive about 2018 — and here are 10 of them!

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Playa 
Zoni on Culebra; Bar Gitano in San 
Juan; snacking on a bacalaito in 
Piñones; Aguadilla’s Playa Crash Boat



WHAT MOTHER NATURE  may have taken away 
during last year’s storms she’s giving back in 
spades. On Anguilla’s Shoal Bay East, for exam-
ple, the northern part of the beach that had 
been diminished from erosion is now broad and 
beautiful, the sand churned up by the weather 
now deposited on the shore. And the recovery 
of St. Thomas’ Magens Bay is truly remarkable, 
its mile-long sweep now restored with the 
help of Royal Caribbean International, com-
plete with an art installation made from more 
than 300 reclaimed wood planks and doors.

CURTAIN BLUFF, which has 
been around since 1962, is 
beating back Father Time with 
a top-to-toe reno this win-
ter. Its largest-ever revamp 
extended to all the common 
areas, taking six months and 
$13 million dollars to complete. 
And we’re thrilled to report 
that the changes are worthy of 
the island’s undisputed grand 
dame. Some highlights:

The Tamarind Tree restau-
rant got a facelift, with Turk-
ish stone replacing terracotta 

floor tile; new furniture and 
lighting; and an updated off-
white color scheme that offers 
a lovely contrast to the vibrant 
colors of the tropical gardens. 

The Library has gone mod, 
with a neutral color scheme 
punctuated by pops of teal and 
blue prints. New furniture is 
relaxed yet sophisticated (like 
the resort), and whirring ceil-
ing fans encourage the breeze. 

Belly up to Sugar Mill bar, 
and the first thing you’ll likely 
notice is that 30 years’ worth 

of dark varnish has been 
painstakingly stripped from 
the countertop, revealing 
the beauty of its decades-old 
whorls and natural markings. 
A combination of new chairs 
and stools, and illuminated 
floating wall shelves makes 
the spot feel open and modern.

Curtain Bluff’s guests enjoy 
not just one but a pair of 
beaches. And now Surf Beach 
has a pair of curtain-draped 
Bali beds, perfectly placed 
for watching the sunrise. 
And on Calm Beach, concierges 
proffer scented cold towels 
and fetch fruity cocktails 
while you soak up the sun.

The Beaches Are as 
Beautiful as Ever 

Antigua’s Curtain Bluff 
Got a New Look2

Grace Bay Beach 
on Providenciales, 
Turks & Caicos

SLS Baha Mar 
Debuted5

THE SECOND RESORT  at Nassau, Bahamas’ 
Baha Mar complex threw open its doors in 
December, offering guests a stylish and inti-
mate boutique hotel experience in the midst 
of the sprawling billion-dollar playground 
(which also includes the 1,800-room Grand 

Hyatt). There’s something for everyone here, 
including the see-and-be-seen Bungalow 
pool; three restaurants (don’t miss the 
Italian Fi’lia); and even an animal sanctuary 
where you can pet starfish and stingrays. 
Throw in the allure of Cable Beach and 
amenities shared with the Grand Hyatt — 
the Caribbean’s largest casino; an expansive 
ESPA; Jack Nicklaus-designed golf course; 
and several swanky boutiques among them 
— and you’ve got a recipe for sun and fun.

HURRICANE IRMA  tried to “bring the pain” to Jost Van Dyke’s Soggy Dollar, but she was no match 
for the British Virgin Islands’ beach bar, which reopened at the end of 2017. So let’s join thirsty 
thousands in raising a Painkiller — Soggy’s signature cocktail, made with rum, coconut cream, 
pineapple juice and orange juice, and topped with a generous dusting of nutmeg — to the trium-
phant return of the White Bay watering hole, where just $7 buys you a classic cup of Caribbean.

3 Painkillers Are Still Being Poured

Pouring Painkillers 
at Soggy Dollar  
bar, Jost van Dyke, 
British Virgin Islands

Sunrise at Park 
Hyatt St. Kitts

UNTIL LAST NOVEMBER,  if you were look-
ing for a luxury hotel in the twin-island 
federation of St. Kitts and Nevis, you’d 
have to look to Nevis. But now big sister 
St. Kitts has a plush playground of its own 
on the Southeast Peninsula’s Banana Bay. 
Its 126 rooms and suites are modern and 
understated, some with rooftop infinity 
pools and jaw-dropping views of Nevis, 
just three miles away. And three restau-
rants (we loved the adults-only Stone Barn); 
two pools and a kids’ club (complete with 
a rock-climbing wall and amphitheater) 
instantly impress. But the Miraval Life in 

Balance spa, where treatments feature Kitti-
tian brown sugar, is the sweetest spot of all.

Park Hyatt 
St. Kitts Opened4
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WANT TO GET high on St. Maarten? Do it 
(legally, please!) at Rainforest Adventures’ 
Rockland Estate eco park, which opened in 
November and offers two ways to touch the 
sky. The Soualiga Sky Explorer chair lift takes 
visitors to an observatory deck that’s 1,115 feet 
above sea level for instantly Instagrammable 
island views. And on The Flying Dutchman, a 
2,630-foot zip line billed as the world’s steep-
est (opening in February), you can whiz down 
Sentry Hill at 56 mph, dropping 1,050 feet.

AT SECRET BAY,  an idyllic enclave on the 
island’s lush northwest coast that’s been 
voted among the best boutique hotels in 
the world, plans are underway to rebuild its 
six hillside villas and to add a new restaurant 
and a spa in time for reopening in November. 
And a new real estate project, the Residences 

at Secret Bay, will offer sustainable luxury 
in a clutch of riverside and cliff-top villas.   

St. Maarten Got 
a New Attraction

Dominica 
Will Rise

Anguilla’s on 
the Upswing
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AT THE END  of December, we jetted down to 
Anguilla to get the scoop on what AXA-bound 
visitors can expect this season, polling tour-
ism officials, hoteliers, and restaurant owners 
in the process. And we’re happy to report that 
they were unanimously enthusiastic about 
the season — and with good reason!

Power has been restored to the entire island. 
Hotels including Frangipani Beach Resort, 
CeBlue Resort Shoal Bay Villas, Paradise Cove, 
Allamanda Beach Club and Manoah Boutique 

Hotel are back in business. We were warmly 

HOLA! We’re SARAH GREAVES-GABBADON (aka JetSetSarah) and ZACH STOVALL, the 
creative team behind Caribbean Current. As travel writer/editor and photographer/

videographer respectively, we’ve spent the last 15 years roaming the region on behalf of brands 
including Travel + Leisure, Islands, Caribbean Travel + Life, and the U.K.’s Condé Nast Traveller and 
The Telegraph. The Caribbean isn’t just our beat, it’s our passion. And we love to share its  
people and places with the world using captivating video, evocative editorial and lush imagery.  
Can we do the same for your resort or destination? You bet we can! Drop us an email at  
jetsetsarahgg@gmail.com or zachstovall@gmail.com to make it happen! —SARAH & ZACH
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welcomed at Fountain Resort & Residences 
and Carimar Beach Club. On Long Bay, a new 
villa resort, Quintessence Hotel, debuted. And 
more than 500 rooms are expected to be ready 
later this year as Zemi Beach House (February 
15); Four Seasons Anguilla (March 23); The Reef 
(April 1); CuisinArt (November 1) and Belmond 

Cap Juluca (November 15) reopen. 
Many of your favorite restaurants and bars 

(think Hibernia, Andy’s, E’s Oven, Ocean Echo, 
Roy’s Bayside, Garvey’s Sunshine Shack and 
daVida) are serving, and the island’s 33 splendid 
beaches are as spectacular as they’ve ever been.

So, as Anguilla’s parliamentary secre-
tary for tourism, Cardigan Connor, told us: 
“Come! Anguilla is waiting for you.”

10

JetSetSarah.com ZachStovall.com

If you can’t get there just yet, check out my series of Anguilla Update 
videos at Facebook.com/JetSetSarah to see what you’re missing.

Belmond Cap Juluca on 
Maundays Bay, Anguilla

GRAND ANSE,  the white-sand strand that 
stretches for two miles along Grenada’s 
coast, is the island’s most famous beach. 
And this July it also becomes home to the 
spice isle’s newest resort, Silversands, a 
modern and minimalist enclave of 43 suites 
and nine villas that’s the first development 
to open on the sweep in a quarter-century. 
Anchored by a more than 300-foot-long 
infinity pool (they claim its the Caribbean’s 
longest), the retreat will also have two 
restaurants, a spa, and beach club where 
guests can watch the sunset from its 
west-facing perch. We’ll save you a stool!

Grand Anse Is 
Getting Grander


